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The History in the 
Making Journal
History in the Making aims to provide a space to 
showcase the best historical research being undertaken 
by history students across Australia. Importantly, 
History in the Making provides a unique space for the 
publication of work by undergraduate students, while also 
encouraging postgraduate submissions. By publishing 
quality academic research amongst students, we hope 
to encourage a culture of research excellence amongst 
aspiring historians enrolled at Australian universities. 
At the same time, History in the Making strives to be 
different from many other academic journals by actively 
seeking to promote the involvement and engagement of 
students in the editorial process. Articles are very literally 
‘peer reviewed’

The History in the Making journal is the initiative of a 
group of recent history graduates and current postgraduate 
students. The journal is open to all undergraduate and 
postgraduate history students at Australian universities. 
Students participate in the journal by submitting articles, 
reviewing and editing their peers’ work or by providing 
administrative support as part of the journal collective.

President’s Report
This has been an exciting first year for History in the Making. After many months of hard work, the journal 
collective was proud to launch our first ever issue in March 2012. This issue showcased ten outstanding essays from 
undergraduate, honours and postgraduate history students. We are also already well on our way to preparing the 
second issue, which will be published in August 2012.

It has been a fantastic experience to work with the dedicated team that has watched this project grow from a 
mere idea into a published national history students journal. All of the members of our collective have volunteered 
many hours of their time over the last year to make this project viable and sustainable. Each member has brought 
something unique to the team. Beyond the academic knowledge that goes into editing our submissions, our team 
has also demonstrated skills and talents in website and database development, design and layout, strategic planning, 
research and policy development, accounting and legal expertise. Without the hard work and dedication of each of 
the members of the journal collective, this project could never have happened. 

One of the key strengths of the History in the Making project lies in our reviewer and editor teams – we currently 
have forty-eight reviewers contributing to our project from across the country. At History in the Making, our 
commitment to promoting student participation reflects our strong belief in the value of peer review. Through 
History in the Making, we hope to extend the opportunities for peer review outside the classroom. We firmly believe 
that students can make a valuable contribution to each others’ work and that peer review needs to be fostered in our 
universities.

Finally we need to acknowledge the important role of our partner institutions, whose donations helped us fund the 
cost of putting the journal together and who helped immeasurably in spreading the word about this project amongst 
their students.

We look forward to working with many more enthusiastic history students from across the country in the issues to 
come. 

Stephanie Mawson

President, History in the Making Journal Association Inc. 



Members of the History in the Making Journal Association

ISOBELLE BARRETT MEYERING (Vice President) is a 
postgraduate student at the University of New South Wales, where 
she is researching the lifestyle politics of the Australian women’s 
liberation movement. Isobelle completed her Bachelor of Arts 
(Hons) at the University of Sydney in 2008. She received a number 
of prizes and scholarships during her undergraduate studies and 
was awarded the Max Kelly Medal by the History Council NSW in 
2009. Isobelle has worked as a research assistant at the Australian 
Domestic and Family Violence Clearinghouse since 2009.

STEPHANIE MAWSON (President) is a postgraduate student 
at the University of Sydney. She was awarded the University Medal 
and the Charles Brunsdon Fletcher Prize in Pacific History for her 
thesis on convict transportation between Mexico and the Philippines 
during the seventeenth century, which she completed in 2009. Her 
current research investigates the role of soldiers and sailors within 
the early Spanish colonies in the Pacific. Professionally, Stephanie 
works as a researcher within the trade union movement. In 2010, 
she was awarded the University of Sydney Convocation Medal.

KAROL FLOREK is an alumni of history at the University of 
Sydney, having completed his honours thesis in Mexican colonial 
labour history in 2008. Throughout his degree, he was awarded a 
number of awards and scholarships including the Venour V. Nathan 
and the Robert A. Dallen Literary Prizes. Karol had worked since 
2009 as a research analyst for United Voice, one of Australia’s 
largest national trade unions.

DR. RHIANNON DAVIS (Secretary) received her PhD from the 
University of Sydney in 2008. Since then, she has worked as a tutor, 
associate lecturer and research assistant in the history department 
there. Rhiannon has a strong interest in how students learn not only 
history, but how to be historians. Her research interests include 
business and advertising history, corporate culture, transnational 
and global history, and the history of technology and food. She has 
taught British and American history.

KATE MATTHEW is a PhD student with the University of 
Western Sydney, researching politicians of the 1860s.  She won 
the Louise T Daley Prize for Australian history for her Masters 
dissertation at the University of New England in 2010, which 
examined the fate of English governesses in nineteenth century 
Australia.  She has published in Sydney Journal, Journal of 
Australian Colonial History and the Dictionary of Sydney, and is 
a casual lecturer at the Australian Catholic University teaching 
Australian history and comparative politics.

KRISTIE FLANNERY completed her Bachelor of Economic and 
Social Science (Hons) at the University of Sydney in 2007.  She 
served as a student representative to the Department of History 
during her honours year.  After graduating, Kristie worked as a 
higher education policy officer in the Australian public service, 
participated actively in her trade union and travelled extensively.  
In August 2011 Kristie began a graduate degree in Latin American 
history at the University of Texas at Austin.  She is a recipient of 
the Hannah Fullerton Scholarship from the University of Sydney.

KATHRYN TICEHURST completed her undergraduate degree 
with joint honours in History and History of Philosophy of Science at 
the University of Sydney in 2007. Her thesis explored early colonial 
Australian botany and was awarded the Charles Trimby Burfitt Prize. 
After working as a tutor and research assistant at the University 
of Sydney and co-convening the Australian Student Environment 
Network in 2008, she completed a Masters at Cambridge University 
in History and Philosophy of Science in 2010. Kathryn is now a 
postgraduate student at the University of Sydney.

MATTHEW VARLEY (Treasurer) holds a Bachelor of Arts 
(Hons) with a major in History, and a Bachelor of Laws (Hons). 
His History Honours thesis explored the influence of phrenology 
on medical jurisprudence in the nineteenth century, focussing on 
the McNaughtan trial. He is admitted as a lawyer of the Supreme 
Court of NSW and is currently working as a tipstaff in the Court 
of Appeal.



Growing our Community

Key to the launch of the first issue of History 
in the Making was the successful engagement 
of a community of history students from across 
Australian universities. Students participated 
in the journal at various levels, as editors, as 
reviewers and by submitting their work for 
publication.

In our first year, we received over eighty 
submissions from students at nine different 
universities. These submissions encompassed 
all levels of students – undergraduates, honours, 
masters and PhD candidates.

Each submission was rigorously reviewed, by 
a minimum of three reviewers. Our pool of 
editors and reviewers currently numbers nearly 
fifty, from across fourteen universities.

As the success of the project is contingent 
on the active participation of students, we are 
encouraged by the enthusiasm demonstrated by 
our community, and expect to grow with each 
issue into the future.
Isobelle Barrett Meyering, Vice President

HISTORY IN THE MAKING:  FIRST YEAR IN REVIEW

“It makes you feel like you are part of a broader 
[history] community, because it [the journal] is 
Australia-wide.” 

– Julia Bourke, author

“Reviewing for the journal prompts me to consider 
different writing techniques and to formulate 
these thoughts as constructive feedback. Thinking 
critically about how others write also helps me to 
improve my own writing. Furthermore, it allows 
me to utilise my existing skills base while being 
part of creating, together with other students, a 
journal that publishes quality work that otherwise 
might remain unpublished.”
- Johanna Perheentupa, reviewer and UNSW PhD 
student.

“History students can now get the experience of 
submitting a piece and going through a peer-
review system. That’s brilliant preparation if 
they’re thinking about an academic career.” 

– Erica Cervini, The Age (March 19, 2012)
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Volume 1: Student Participation

Submissions received:

Participating reviewers:
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**	  1	  reviewer	  each	  from	  Adelaide,	  CSU,	  UNSW,	  UTAS,	  UWS	  and	  VU	  



FINANCIAL INFORMATION

While History in the Making operates as an incorporated 
association staffed purely by volunteers on a very modest 
budget, financial resources are necessary in order to cover 
minimal operating expenses. Our greatest current costs 
associated with the project involve website hosting and 
administrative fees. 

In 2011-12, we received $800 in donations from our partner 
institutions, which allowed us to meet our minimum 
expenses and to establish a small surplus.

For the 2012-13 financial year our suggested partner 
donation is $150. While we believe that this is a small 
amount for universities to contribute to the ongoing costs 
of the journal, it will make a significant difference to our 
overall capacity to expand the project. In particular, we 
are seeking additional funding for two purposes: 

• to enable greater capacity for effective promotion of 
the journal amongst students 

• to improve the operation of our website, including 
the streamlining of the submission process and the 
reviewing process for students.

We are also looking for a larger financial contribution to 
fund software redevelopment, which will improve the 
way the journal runs for authors, reviewers and editors. 
The journal collective is looking into options such as 
government grants to help us meet these costs. 

Matthew Varley, Treasurer

History in the Making is 
volunteer project which 
relies on the financial 
support of individuals and 
partner institutions.

The suggested partner donation for 2012-13 is $150. Universities are also encouraged 
to donate more where they are able. For the coming financial year, we aim to raise at 
least $1500 through our partner donations, allowing us to cover operating expenses 
and to make essential improvements to the website and communications infrastructure 
in order to facilitate greater student engagement with the journal.

We also welcome donations on behalf of individuals and alumni organisations. Donations can be 
made to the journal via:

•	 Paypal – through the History in the Making website (www.historyitm.org)

•	 Direct Deposit – BSB: 633-000  Account: 143446961 (Please include your name or the name of 
the donating organisation in the transaction description.)

•	 Cheque: Payable to: History in the Making Journal Association Inc

Mail to:     The Treasurer
History in the Making Journal Association Inc
5 Hugo Street
REDFERN NSW 2016

Enquiries: treasurer@historyitm.org



OUR GOALS FOR 2012-13

Engaging students and building community

• To increase our engagement with universities across Australia.
• To build community amongst history students across the country by bringing students at all levels 

together in the online environment offered by the journal.
• To engage with a diversity of history students from all backgrounds, improving participation from 

all Australian universities.

Promoting academic excellence

• To encourage a culture of peer review amongst history students.
• To encourage a culture of excellence in writing and research amongst history students.
• To integrate with and support undergraduate history curriculum by providing students and lecturers 

with a new avenue for learning and sharing history.

Improving access and participation

• To improve the software that our journal uses to make the process run more smoothly for reviewers, 
editors and authors.

• To improve our communications strategy to ensure that growing numbers of students know about 
the project.

• To expand our collective and to develop new ways of involving students who cannot be a part of the 
collective for geographic reasons.

How can I ensure that more of my 
students get involved with History 
in the Making?
Simple! By passing on our communications to 
your students, you will be maximising their 
opportunity to submit, get published or become a 
reviewer or editor. 

The Journal Collective will send out four communications 
each year – one at the start of each semester notifying 
staff and students of the publication of a new issue, and 
one at the end of each semester advertising the upcoming 
submission deadline. 

In addition, staff can support the journal by:
• Downloading a powerpoint slide from our website and 

displaying at the start or end of classes
• Telling students about it during class
• Encouraging top students to submit when providing 

feedback on their essays.
• Downloading copies of our posters from our website.

Our Partners:

Our partner institutions are an essential part of making the History in the Making project possible. Without them, we would be unable to afford the costs associated with running 
the project. They also pass on vital information about the journal to their students, ensuring that their students are able to participate. Would you like to become a partner of 
History in the Making? To find out more email us at contact@historyitm.org


